THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
textbooks of moral theology, we can decide
whether gold should be the universal medium
of exchange or whether silver can be united
with it at a fixed ratio.
The kind of writer whom I have in mind is
apt to refer to a happy condition when a spirit
of unquestioning faith and European brother-
hood prevailed under the parental care of Pope
and Church, and when the class warfare and
economic difficulties which now beset us were
as yet unknown. I wonder what dates they
would assign to the beginning and end of this
Golden Age. It cannot include the period of
spiritual decadence which ended with Hilde-
brand, but does it embrace the time of which
St. Bernard wrote his Hora novissima tempora
pessima or the Pagan reign of Frederic the
Second and the time of the licence of the Paris
schools ? What of the Avignon period or the
Anti-Popes, or the social and political evils
that followed on the calamity of the Black
Death ? What of the conditions that led to the
Vehmgericht in Germany, to the Jacquerie in
France, and to the depopulation of the country-
side that followed on die development of the
wool trade here ?
Undoubtedly there was a unity in Europe,
and of that unity the Church was the cement
and the Pope the keystone, but the extent of that
no